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Mapping Website helps you Understand your Property Soils 
 
As you determine the value of a recreational property you’re thinking of buying, understanding 
the soils on the property is extremely important. 

Delineating a property’s different types of soil is an important part of developing a solid timber 
management plan, because some trees grow better in more sandy soil, while other types of trees 
do better in other types of soils. 

And healthy trees and underbrush play an important role in helping wildlife thrive – a key factor 
in driving the value of a quality recreational property. As just one example, acorns from oak trees 
supply a good food source for deer. 

So how do you figure out the types of soil on a property? Perhaps the best online mapping source 
is a mapping website run by the U.S. Department of Agriculture that’s based on the department’s 
surveys of properties around the country. 
 
“The USDA soil map website is the best one we’ve found in terms of quality and accuracy of 
soils information,” says Rod Osterloh of Close-Converse in Brainerd, Minnesota, a member of 
the PotlatchDeltic Preferred Broker network. “It’s important to get the right information on soils, 
because that could impact everything from an area’s potential to hold water to how you will be 
able to access a property.” 
 

To use the USDA mapping website, an effective way to find a certain property is to use its 
latitude and longitude, since the USDA site doesn’t index properties by parcel. The information 
in the USDA maps doesn’t go out of date quickly, Osterloh says, with a shelf life of 20 to 30 
years. 

The real estate expert helping a buyer needs to know how to interpret the USDA maps, how to 
understand what the soils are and how the soils impact the quality of the property. So it’s critical 
that a recreational land buyer work with someone who knows rural property sales. 

The experts in the PotlatchDeltic Preferred Broker network fit the bill, with deep experience in 
understanding everything that goes into a recreational property’s value, whether it’s the soils, the 
timber or the wildlife. Contact one of our experts today to get the buying process started. 
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http://www.potlatchdelticlandsales.com/
https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx
https://landradar.com/
http://potlatchdelticlandsales.com/contact.php
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