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SO YOU WANT YOUR PROPERTY TO BE 
A LEGACY?  PLAN AHEAD.

Continued on page 4

Every week, our PotlatchDeltic Preferred Brokers talk to people who want to buy a recreational property 
that will one day be passed down to their family.

So where do you start? First, “begin with the end in mind,” as motivational guru Steven Covey says.

Rod Osterloh of Close-Converse, a PotlatchDeltic Preferred Broker in Brainerd, Minnesota, has 
worked to sell legacy properties for decades. 

“Know your vision of what the property is going to be after you buy it, and what it will look like when 
you’re not around anymore,” Rod says. “Will you want the land to be for private benefi t, for public 
benefi t, or both?”

Some property owners want their property to stay in the family forever. Others will want to eventually 
donate the property for conservation. And sometimes, an owner wants to do both – passing along one 
part of the property to family while donating the rest of it.

Buying a Legacy Property to leave for
your family takes planning

As you think about your long-term goals, Rod says, build a team of advisors, with an experienced real 
estate professional working with such experts as a lawyer, tax expert and wealth manager, depending 
on the situation. 

No matter what path you want to take with your legacy property, Rod offers these four things to think 
about:

1. Know how you’re going to use the property before you buy, because this will drive
much of your decision-making.
Are you planning to use the property for hunting? Will you be planting timber? Will it have a home or 
cabin? This information is important to tell your team of advisors, because it could impact everything 
from potential timber cash fl ows to how you’ll want the property to be managed.

If you buy the property as a group, it’s important that everyone in the group share a similar vision for 
the property, reducing the possibility of disagreements in the future.

Want to share your PotlatchDeltic experience with us? 
Take our survey now or email us.  We’d love to hear from you!
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So many ways to connect with us!

IN THE NEWS

Jonathan Goode Named 2018 Alabama 
Land Realtor of The Year

Jonathan Goode, an Alabama Preferred Broker 
with Southeastern Land Group, was recently 
recognized as the 2018 Alabama Land Realtor of 
the Year by the Alabama Realtors Land Institute.  
What an honor!  Congratulations to Jonathan!

Jonathan Goode

Southeastern Land 
Group Team
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After years of working as a land surveyor for the U.S. Forest Service, 
Charlie Chernak knew what he wanted to do: start a real estate company. 
He already dabbled in real estate, so why not focus on selling property to 
other Minnesota folks who share his passion for hunting, fi shing and the 
outdoors? 

Now, more than 20 years later, Chernak’s company, Bear Island Land Co., 
is a thriving real estate operation in Ely, Minnesota. Bear Island’s eight real 
estate professionals sell many types of property, with a special focus on 
meeting the needs of the recreational buyer. 

Bear Island’s recreational buyers 
tend to be Minnesotans who have 
a tie to the area. Many are folks 
who grew up locally and then 
left, but now want to reconnect by 
purchasing a recreational property 
for their families. And many area 
deer hunters want to own the 
property where they have their deer 
camp.

Ely is a 4-1⁄2-hour drive from 
Minneapolis and a 2-hour drive 
from Duluth, making it convenient 

for outdoor enthusiasts who want to come up for a few days and enjoy their 
properties. Deer hunting is a big draw, followed by grouse hunting, and the 
area also offers a variety of other recreational activities. 

Bear Island is the largest real estate company in the Ely area, with 
approximately 300 listings, and takes pride in how it combines a personal 
touch with skill in technology. In addition to running a top-notch website, 
the company connects with buyers through such social media channels as 

Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn, and is now using a drone to get quality 
property photos from the air.

But no technology replaces the need for a personal relationship with a buyer 
– one that is centered on trust. “It is up to us to understand everything
involved in how someone wants to use a property, and then be ready to
help,” Charlie says. “They may want to know who to talk to about fi nancing
or to understand a municipality’s rules. If we don’t know the answer, we get
the buyer quickly to someone who does.”

Bear Island has enjoyed a longtime, successful relationship with 
PotlatchDeltic and is currently showing approximately 100 PotlatchDeltic 
listings. 

“We can always tell a buyer with confi dence that PotlatchDeltic property has 
been cared for, and that there won’t be any surprises,” Charlie says. “The 
quality of the experience is shown by how many PotlatchDeltic buyers later 
buy adjoining properties.” 

Chernak and his staff never stop learning, always thinking about ways 
they can help buyers. “While I loved doing surveying work, real estate has 
proven to be even more rewarding.” Charlie says. “There is nothing better 
than helping people buy PotlatchDeltic property that will become a legacy 
for their family.” 

For more information about Bear Island Land, Co. 
or its PotlatchDeltic land listings  

943 East Sheridan Street  | Ely, MN 55731
Phone: 218-235-6239
Website: www.mnlands.com
Email: : charlie@bearislandland.com

BROKER SPOTLIGHT

In addition to our unimproved recreational tracts for sale, PotlatchDeltic 
offers homesites ranging from 10 to 40 acres in rural residential 
communities. Available in all of the states we sell in, these properties 
have improvements like roads and nearby utilities to make it easy to 
build and get you one step closer to your new dream getaway.

One such community is Sportsman’s Estates, located less than 10 miles 
southeast of St. Maries, Idaho. This new rural residential community 
has eight available parcels ranging from 7.4 acres to 25.9 acres. These 
conveniently located parcels, directly off Highway 3, offer the opportunity 
for excellent building sites, sweeping views, and ample acreage.  

Parcel B  7.4 acres  $61,790

Parcel C            7.5 acres  $62,625

Parcel D            7.4 acres  $61,790

Parcel E            9.1 acres  $72,800

Parcel F            7.7 acres  $64,295

Parcel G            8.3 acres  $69,750

Parcel H            25.9 acres $121,730

Parcel I             22.6 acres $113,000

Bear Island Land Co., Inc
Minnesota
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The opportunities for activities in the St. Maries area are virtually endless, 
including hunting, horseback riding, ATVing and fi shing the local lakes 
and rivers, just to name a few.  With access to thousands of acres of 
timberland right out your back door, combined with proximity to town, 
these are quintessential Idaho lifestyle properties. 

To learn more about these recreational homesites and to see what’s currently 
available, visit with us online at www.PotlatchDelticLandSales.com.  

Charlie Chernak

To get more info on Sportsman’s Estates, or set up a site visit, contact Tom Moore, one of our 
Preferred Broker Network Partners in Idaho.

United Country - Northwest Land & Lifestyle Properties
tom@NWLandLifestyle.com  |  208-772-3000  |  www.northwestlandandlifestyleproperties.com

Sportsman’s Estates

IDAHO’S SPORTSMAN’S ESTATES: A GREAT SPOT FOR YOUR CABIN

http://www.mnlands.com
mailto:charlie@bearislandland.com
http://www.PotlatchDelticLandSales.com
mailto:tom@NWLandLifestyle.com
http://www.northwestlandandlifestyleproperties.com


WITH PROPERTIES FROM 20 TO OVER 200 ACRES AND PRICES TO FIT ANY BUDGET
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LIVING ON THE EDGE, KNIFE                                                                    
Ely, Minnesota | 15 acres  

HUCKLEBERRY ESTATES, PARCEL D                                                                    
Clearwater County, Idaho | 8 acres   

IRON SPRINGS                                                               
Nevada County, Arkansas | 42 Acres 

ATTALA PINES 80                                                         
Attala County, Mississippi  | 80 acres 

WALNUT CREEK 232                                                                 
Chilton County, Alabama | 232 acres 

The Knife lot is a wooded high ground parcel of 14+/- acres adjacent to 
public lands. This premier, off-grid cabin lot is one of 15 located in the 
Superior National Forest about 3/4 mile from the BWCAW entry point 
on Mudro Lake. Direct access to the “Circle Route”, a back-country trail 
system winding around 10 lakes and 2 rivers with year-round recreation for 
camping, fi shing, canoeing, hiking and snowmobiling. If you crave privacy 
among a pristine untamed wilderness, this is the perfect location for your 
Northwoods retreat.
For more information about this, or other Minnesota properties, contact: 
Charlie Chernak, Bear Island Land, Co. 
218-235-6239 | charlie@bearislandland.com

Huckleberry Estates is a new development with parcels for sale overlooking 
Orofi no, Idaho. Within 10 miles of Orofi no, this property has beautiful 
views of the Whiskey Creek and Clearwater River Canyons. The property 
is approximately 8.1 acres and has been septic approved. Located off of 
Huckleberry Butte Road, which is county maintained year-round, power is 
available at the road. With a short commute into town, Huckleberry Estates 
could be your new home!
For more information about this, or other Idaho properties, contact: 
Rick Musick, United Country – Musick & Sons
208-983-0069 | rick@musicklandgroup.com

Iron Springs is a 42 +/- acre tract of timberland located in northern Nevada 
County, about 5 miles north of Prescott, AR. With county road frontage, 
this tract offers potential use as a home/farm/ranch site with a wide range 
of investment opportunities to reap either from future timber growth or 
pastureland harvest operation

For more information about this, or other Arkansa properties, contact: 
J.D. Neeley, United Country – Neeley Forestry Service
870-836-5981 | jdneeley@neeleyforestryservice.com 

This property is perfect for the hunting outdoorsman with an excellent 
corridor for your trophy whitetail perfectly situated just 2 miles from the 
Big Black River. Beautiful cabin sites with utilities available, there’s lots 
of road frontage and easy access.  Well managed, there’s 58+ Acres of 15 
year-old Pines and another 17 acres of 29 year old pines. This is the perfect 
investment, hunting or timber tract!

For more information about this, or other Mississippi properties, contact: 
Tom Smith, Tom Smith Land and Homes
601- 898-2772 | tom@tomsmithland.com 

Walnut Creek is the truly special feature on this property. It is a large gentle 
creek that fl ows through the tract for almost a mile. The large timber along 
the creek is a great place to enjoy a leisurely stroll, or just sit and listen 
to the creek.  The property has been professionally managed for timber 
production for years. There are several food plots throughout the property 
for hunting. A power line runs through the property.
 For more information about this, or other Alabama properties, contact: 
Jonathan Goode, Southeastern Land Group
256-825-4331 | info@selandgroup.com

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
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YOUR SEARCH BEGINS HERE.
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ARKANSAS
United Country
Neeley Forestry Service Inc.
J.D.Neeley
jdneeley@neeleyforestryservice.com
Camden, AR
870-836-5981
www.ucneeleyforestry.com

Davis Dubose Knight
Forestry & Real Estate
Mark Knight
mknight@forestryrealestate.com
Little Rock, AR
1-888-695-8733
www.forestryrealestate.com

ALABAMA
Southeastern Land Group
Jonathan Goode
jonathan@selandgroup.com
Dadeville, AL
256-825-4331
www.selandgroup.com

IDAHO
United Country
Musick & Sons
Rick Musick
rick@musicklandgroup.com
Grangeville, ID
208-983-0069
www.ucidaholand.com

United Country
Northwest Land & Lifestyle Properties
Tom Moore
tom@nwlandlifestyle.com
Hayden, ID 
208-772-3000
www.northwestlandandlifestyleproperties.com 

MISSISSIPPI
United Country
Gibson Realty & Land Company
Scott Lindsey
lindseyforestry@hotmail.com
McComb, MS 39648
601-250-0017
www.gibsonrealtyms.com

Tom Smith Land and Homes
Tom Smith
tom@tomsmithland.com
Ridgeland, MS 39157
601-898-2772
www.tomsmithland.com

MINNESOTA
United Country
Banning Junction Real Estate
Natalie Cowart
natalieunitedcountry@gmail.com
Moose Lake, MN
612-390-3945
www.mooselakerealestate-mn.com

Close~Converse Properties
Jody Osterloh
jody@closeconverse.com
Brainerd, MN
1-866-403-LAND (5263)
www.landradar.com

Bear Island Land Co., Inc.
Charlie Chernak
charlie@bearislandland.com
Ely, MN
218-235-6239
www.mnlands.com

POTLATCHDELTIC PREFERRED BROKER NETWORK 
Let us show you why your PotlatchDeltic Preferred Broker is the only name you’ll need to know when it comes to buying property.   Please 
contact the broker nearest your area of interest or visit us at www.PotlatchDelticLandSales.com.   We look forward to helping you with your 
property search!

Continued from page 1 
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www.PotlatchDelticLandSales.com  

CORPORATE OFFICE: 601 West First Street
Spokane, WA 99201 | (509) 835-1500

SO YOU WANT YOUR PROPERTY TO BE A LEGACY?  PLAN AHEAD.

2.  If you plan to leave the property to your family, think about the 
type of ownership structure you want.
Often, families form a trust or partnership, and there are pluses and minuses 
with this approach. With this approach, all members of the partnership get a 
voice in decisions, but there can be unintended consequences when family 
members develop different ideas about whether they want to keep the land 
long-term.

As a hypothetical example, let’s say six siblings inherit a property. But after 
owning the property for several years, they are disagreeing about the future. 
Two want to keep the property long-term, two want to sell, and two aren’t sure 
what to do. What happens then?

Hopefully, the siblings’ parents would have set up buy-sell agreements, 
giving the siblings the opportunity to buy out each other’s interests. With 
such agreements in place, the property could stay in the family without 
creating confl ict.

Your team of advisors should be able to think about potential downsides to 
any possible ownership structure, and can help you put structures in place to 
prevent issues in the future.

3.  If you decide you want to donate the property, do your 
homework.
If your property is next to a wildlife management area, you may have the 
opportunity to donate the property someday. So how do you know if that’s 
possible?

First, work with your real estate professional to talk to the proper government 
entity about the possibilities. As an example, in Minnesota you’d start with 

the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. Then, as you work with your 
team, think about implications like how such a donation could impact your 
taxes.

4.  There also may be the possibility of making a donation while 
keeping a family retreat.
PotlatchDeltic recently did such a hybrid deal with a 988-acre property in the 
Brainerd Lakes area of Minnesota. The company fi rst placed a conservation 
easement on the property while retaining four building sites spread around 
the property. Then, another owner bought the property, subject to keeping the 
building sites with their own private easements.

With this approach, the land can never 
be developed beyond the homesites. 
Hundreds of acres are preserved for 
wildlife production. And each building 
site owner will have the right to use the 
property and to build a cabin.

No matter which approach you take 
in planning your legacy property, it’s 
critical to work with a recreational real 
estate professional that has experience in 
working with such properties. 

The pros in the PotlatchDeltic Preferred Broker Network have this experience, 
having sold properties that have subsequently stayed in families for years. 

Call one of our Preferred Brokers today to start planning your own legacy!
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